Proposal for resolution at PHAA AGM on Gaza,

August 26, 2025

As a public health association, we recognize the social, commercial and political determinants of health,
as stated by the World Health Organization, that have severely impacted the morbidity and mortality of
Palestinians both pre- and post-07 October 2023. As such, we recognize the historical injustice that has
prevailed over the last century whereby Palestinians were systematically deprived of their land and have
lived under a system of state-sanctioned injustice, oppression and military occupation. As an
organization we cannot remain silent (or neutral) in the face of such injustice based on the following
documented information since October 2023:

The atrocities committed by Hamas on 7 October 2023 can in no way be used to justify the
ongoing genocidal assault on the Palestinian people such that by late June 2025 more than
55,000 people had been killed in the Gaza Strip by the Israel Defence Force (IDF) according

to the Gaza Health Ministry 1-

The Lancet has noted that in recent conflicts, indirect deaths range from three to 15 times the
number of direct deaths. Applying a conservative estimate of four indirect deaths per one direct
death to the 37 396 deaths reported, it is not implausible to estimate that up to 200, 000 or even
more deaths could be attributable to the current conflict in Gaza®. Ralph Nader has noted that it
is in the interests of both Hamas and the IDF to understate the number of deaths.?

An independent study in March 2025 suggested that more than 80,000 had been killed up to

January 2025.3

Targeting women, children, aid workers & health workers is a contravention of international
humanitarian law*.

Despite this, there is a public health crisis based on Israel’s deliberate destruction of the
healthcare system and infrastructure essential for health and well-being®®, by Israel committing
the following war crimes:
o Targeting and killing more than a 1000 Gazan health workers®, including the reported
execution of 15 emergency medics on 23rd March 20257,
o Unjustly detaining health workers where they are subjected to psychological, physical
and sexual torture designed to render them unable to work again®



o lIsrael’s destruction of sexual and reproductive health services?.

o Restricting the entry into Gaza of essential humanitarian medical, clean water and food
aid since October 2023 but more acutely, blocking all such aid since 2 March 2025,
resulting in dehydration, starvation and malnutrition and putting more than 2 million
people in Gaza at risk of severe famine®. Denial of humanitarian aid has included
preventing polio vaccine from entering Gaza, placing 1000s of children at risk to death
and lifelong disability®.

o Destruction of water and sanitation infrastructure resulting in the emergence of
infectious diseases such as diarrhea, hepatitis and polio*.

o Israel’'s bombing campaign has severely damaged the environment, amounting to an
ecocide, creating numerous future environmental hazards for the population of
Gaza'*®3.

e That a ceasefire agreed to in January 2025 was unilaterally broken by Israel on 18 March and
that horrific attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure continues daily>*4.

e That the International Court of Justice has ruled there is a plausible case of genocide against
Israel but that Israel has ignored the provisional measures the Court has issued*>®,

e That a number of human rights organisations, such as Amnesty International, international legal
experts, Israeli historians and scholars of genocide have concluded that Israel is committing
genocide in Gaza based on independent investigations 1172

e That killings and attacks in the West Bank, often under the protection of the IDF, have escalated
since October 2023 despite a ruling by the International Court of justice that Israel’s occupation
of Gaza and the West Bank is illegal?*.

Therefore PHAA, hereby condemns:

e The ongoing genocide in Gaza and attacks by Israeli Forces and settlers on the West Bank

e The complete siege of Gaza that has been in place since 2 March 2025 that is putting 2 million
people at risk of famine. Instead of clearing the growing backlog of goods, Israeli authorities
have rejected requests from dozens of NGOs to bring in lifesaving goods, citing that these
organisations are “not authorised to deliver aid.” In July alone, over 60 requests were denied
under this justification. This obstruction has left millions of dollars” worth of food, medicine,
water, and shelter items stranded in warehouses across Jordan and Egypt, while Palestinians are
being starved. 2

e The targeted attacks, torture and murder of health and aid workers in Palestine and the
destruction of the health system as a contravention of international humanitarian law

e The targeted assassinations of Journalists reporting from Gaza

e The immediate and long-term damage to the physical and social environmentin Gaza

e The destruction of essential infrastructure, such as water and sanitation facilities, which are
essential to good health and well-being .

e Support of any kind by the Australian government and Australian organisations to the Israeli
Defense Force including the supply of armaments and components



And hereby calls for:

The reinstatement of the January 2025 ceasefire agreement as a basis for a permanent ceasefire,
the return of all prisoners and hostages and that the West Bank be included in such a ceasefire.
The immediate restoration of safe water supplies and effective sanitation services, including an
end to attacks on infrastructure required to deliver such services to Gaza

The reinstitution of humanitarian aid such as food, water, temporary homes and fuel but also
including all medical supplies that prevent infectious diseases such as childhood vaccines.

An immediate end to the attacks on health facilities and humanitarian staff, and the protection
of health workers and the health system in line with international humanitarian law.

An immediate end to the targeted attacks on journalists and the opening of media access to
Gaza and the West Bank

The immediate release of Palestinian health workers held illegally by Israeli security forces, many
of whom have been subject to abuse and torture.

The dismantling the settlements in the West Bank and the walls and checkpoints fracturing
Palestinian communities there

The safe rebuilding of Gaza and restoration of a safe environment be initiated as soon as
possible.

The people of Palestine, in line with their right to self-determination, to be given the opportunity
to shape their own future.

The Israeli government and its defence force to be held accountable for their actions in terms of
the Rome Statute and international law

The Australian government to cease any support for, or supplies to, the Israeli Defense Force

We undertake, as PHAA, to:

Support the Australian Government’s intention to recognise the state of Palestine

To advocate to the Australian government to halt the supply of weapons and weapon
components which support the IDF

Coordinate with other public health, environmental health and development aid groups, to
identify how PHAA as an organization as well as its constituent members can support (e.g.
financially or in technical support) the people of Palestine to restore the health system and the
infrastructure necessary to sustain life and health.

Raise awareness through encouraging members to organise talks on Gaza in their own
institutions.

Support members who are taking on advocacy as a public health responsibility, should they be
victimized or intimidated for speaking out consistent with this resolution.

Join other human rights organisations in holding medical practitioners accountable for their
complicity in human rights abuses of Palestinians held in Israeli detention.

Endorse and support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement (BDS) inclusive of the
boycott of Israeli pharmaceutical products as produced by Teva Pharmaceuticals, Jerusalem
Pharmaceuticals, Biorap and Medstrada, as a non-violent step to putting pressure in the Israeli



government to desist from its ongoing violation of international law in Palestine and promote
the BDS campaign to its members

e Write to the Prime Minister, Foreign minister and Health Minister advising of the Resolution

e Issue a press statement publicising the Association’s position and actions

e Establish a PHAA Members Working Group to support the executive in the ongoing
management of this issue.

This proposal is supported by PHAA members
Peter Sainsbury, Fran Baum, Paul Laris, Peter Tait, Lynne Madden, David Legge, John Boffa,

Donna AhChee, Stephen Fisher, Connie Mussolino, Julia Anaf, Adrian Heard
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